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their deliberations were made in the presence of a French
commissioner. Members were made to swear fealty to the
French Republic and not to harm the French in any way.

Thus were the naive Egyptians of those days initiated into
the art of government, much to their dislike. Perhaps they
hated to associate themselves with the invaders in the actual
government of the country. But there can be no doubt that the
Egyptians at that time were complete strangers in regard to
the government of their country. When Napoleon asked the
members of the divan to chose competent Egyptians to control
the police and superintend the markets, the sheikhs were
shocked at the idea. Only the Mamelukes and Turks, they
said, could inspire fear and command respect and obedience
from the people. Napoleon had to give way on this point and
Turks were appointed to the posts. But when the post of chief
judge became vacant through the desertion of its occupant,
Napoleon decided that an Egyptian sheikh should be elected
to this high office. A sheikh, said Napoleon, would at least
know Arabic, and thus listen intelligently to the grievances
of the litigants without the intermediary of a third person.
The sheikhs wavered for a while and thought it illegal that
anyone other than the representative of the Sultan could pro-
nounce the word of law in the court. They even advised that
the son of the late chief judge, a mere boy of seventeen, should
take the post vacated by his father in accordance with feudal
custom. Bonaparte would not give way, and reminded the
sheikhs that he was only following the'custom observed in the
golden days of Islam, when the Caliphs used to choose judges
from among the most learned of the Arab community. The
sheikhs had to comply with Napoleon's wishes, and so they
elected Sheikh Al Arishi as chief judge.,. .

It is interesting now to note tjiat the practice of appointing
an Egyptian to the post of Moslem chief judge stopped with
the departure of the French in 1801, and was not resumed
until our relations with Turkey were severed in 1914 during
the First Great War.

Besides these political innovations the French introduced
a host of other interesting things, wHkfa puzzled the Egyptians
when they first saw them. They were puzzled to read and hear
the religious confessions of Bonaparte, in which he publicly